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The Upper Peninsula 
State Fair received five 
awards at the 118th An-
nual IAFE Convention 
held December 15—18 in 
Las Vegas, Nevada. 
 
The “Growing UP Forest-
ers” exhibit at the U.P. 
State Fair won the “Best 
Educational Exhibit 
Award” in category four 
for fairs with attendance 
up to 100,000; the “Best 
of Division Award” se-
lected from 13 category 
winners for fairs with up 
to 100,000 attendees; 
and the “Judges Choice 
Award” awarded to divi-
sion winning exhibit that 
shows originality, crea-
tivity, innovation, and 
superiority to all other 
entries. 

 
Growing U.P. Foresters 
is an interactive educa-
tional exhibit that cele-
brates the economic and 
cultural importance of 
forests in Michigan’s Up-
per Peninsula. 
 
Growing UP Foresters 
exhibit was created in 
2006 by Debbie Mul-
vaney, U.P. State Fair 
Special Events Coordina-
tor and is updated each 
year to be industry rele-
vant. Fair staff members, 
Herb Pomeroy and Jeff 
Sarasin, created the spe-
cial effects and hands on 
activities the children 
participated in. This ex-
hibit is encouraged and 
financially supported by 
the forest industry, pri-

vate clubs, private foun-
dations, and governmen-
tal agencies. This exhibit 
has been open during 
the UP State Fair; two 
years of the Delta 
County 5th Grade Agri-
cultural and Natural Re-
sources Tour; and the 
2007 Logging Congress. 
 
For additional informa-
tion about the U.P. State 
Fair visit 
www.upstatefair.org.  

Young “truckers” enjoy the 
Growing U.P. Foresters 

Exhibit  

Welcome to the first is-
sue of Moose Tracks.  As 
the official newsletter of 
the Upper Peninsula 
State Fair, Moose Tracks 
will keep you updated 
with the latest news, in-
formation, and facts 
about Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula State Fair. 
 
In the next few weeks, 

we’ll be establishing a 
listserv for everyone in-
terested in receiving 
Moose Tracks by e-mail.  
You’ll also be able to find 
each issue on our web-
site at 
www.upstatefair.org. 
As always, we invite your 
feedback.  Please e-mail 
comments to us at mda-
upsf@michigan.gov. 

Welcome to Moose Tracks 

Upper Peninsula State Fair Receives 
International Recognition 

Coming Events 
� Hilltop RV Show 

February 11—15 

� TV6 Spring Craft Show 
March 21—22 

� Walker Bros. Circus 
TBA 

� Kiwanis Home & Garden 
Show 
April 17—19 

� U.P. Equifest Fun Day 
Horse Show 
May 2 

August 
18 - 23 
2009 

Steer Pre-
Entry Forms 
Due 

Feb. 15 

Vendor Con-
tracts Due 

May  8 

Sheep & Swine 
Pre-Entry 

June 1 

Fair Camping 
Forms Due 

July 1 

Fair Entry 
Forms Due 

July 15 

Preview Night August 17 

Opening Day August 18 

Dates to Remember 

2401 12th Avenue North 
Escanaba, MI  49829 
Phone: 906-786-4011 

Fax:906-786-4196 
www.upstatefair.org 

U.P. State Fair Midway 
provided by 

Skerbeck Brothers Shows 
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Partner Profile: Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
The Michigan Department of Natu-
ral Resources Pocket Park 
debuted at the 1998 Up-
per Peninsula State Fair.  
Since its creation, more 
than 750,000 fairgoers 
have passed through the 
gates of the Pocket Park. 
 
The DNR Pocket Park, a 
one-acre site that features 
a pond (built in the shape 
of the U.P.), archery and 
pellet gun ranges, a fire 
tower, a waterfall and 
numerous specialty gar-
dens featuring native 
plants, caters especially 

to youngsters who are seeking out-
door fun and adventure in 
a natural resources set-
ting. The Pocket Park's 
pond is stocked with blue-
gills for catch-and-release 
fishing, and both the arch-
ery and pellet gun ranges 
are available for use dur-
ing the U.P. State Fair.  
 
"The Pocket Park’s conser-
vation education program 
is outstanding," said Scott 

Staelgraeve, U.P. State 
Fair Manager. ".  “The 
DNR really puts together 
a fantastic week of activi-

ties for our fairgoers.  I encourage 
anyone interested in conservation to 
visit the Pocket Park during the 
Fair"  
 
In addition, the Pocket Park is gen-
erally open April—October by ap-
pointment to host family gatherings, 
picnics, youth organizations, school 
groups, sports associations, scout-
ing campouts, public events and 
even weddings. 
 
For more information about the 
Pocket Park contact DNR's Mar-
quette Operations Service Center at 
(906) 228-6561.  

Youth exhibitors wishing to enter a steer in the Youth Beef Department must pre-enter their animals by February 
15, 2009.  U.P. State Fair livestock staff send ear tags to exhibitors based on their pre-entry forms.  Exhibitors, 
parents, or club leaders can obtain pre-entry forms online at www.upstatefair.org/exhibitorinfo, from their local 
MSU Extension Office or by calling the Upper Peninsula State Fair office @ 906/786-4011. 

Steer Pre-Entry Forms Available 

championship 18-hole golf course.  

Adding 1,400 slot machines and all 
the popular table games plus bingo 
to the mix, the Island provides all 
the excitement you seek. 
 
The Island Resort & Casino has a 

lengthy relationship as presenting 
sponsor of the U.P. State Fair and 
the grandstand series of headline 
musical acts while also a great sup-
porter of the 4-H youth activities.  
“The U.P. State Fair is a significant 
annual celebration that gathers 
families from the entire region to 
enjoy fun, great entertainment and 
activities available to all ages.  We’re 
pleased with our long association 
and the friendships we have estab-
lished”, said Island General Man-
ager Tom McChesney. 

Sponsor Profile: Island Resort & Casino 
The Island has long been a favorite 
gaming destination for aficionados 
and beginners alike.  Its impressive 
expansion with increased lodging, 
gaming, dining and entertainment 
opportunities, makes this popular 
Midwest recreation hot spot espe-
cially attractive. 
 
The Island Showroom presents na-
tionally acclaimed headline enter-
tainers; Club Four One; a 53-space 
RV park; Paradise Bay retail shop; 
and the Island Oasis fuel and con-
venience store are also featured.  
Golfers can enjoy Sweetgrass, the 
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“We’re pleased with our long 
association and the friendships 

we have established” 

Authentic firetower lo-
cated in the  MDNR 

Pocket Park on the U.P. 
State Fairgrounds 

U.P. State Fair Facility Rental 
Are you looking for a great place to hold your next event? Located in the heart of Michigan's beautiful Upper Pen-
insula, The U.P. State Fairgrounds offers a variety of facilities conveniently located at one venue.  We also provide 
event planning and management services, including set-up & clean-up, upon request.  You can check out the 
available facilities and equipment at www.upstatefair.org/facilityrental or call the fair office at 906/786-4011 for 
more information. 

http://www.michigan.gov/upsf/0,1607,7-165-35576_35587---,00.html�
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